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In 1986-87 Fremantle played host to the world as the battle for the America’s Cup
took place off our coast. Over the summer, Kevin Ballantine walked the streets of
Fremantle, capturing the often mundane aspects of this much anticipated event.
Kevin Ballantine purchased his first camera in London in 1975, documenting the streets around his home
in Fulham. Influenced by the great urban photographers of post-war Paris and New York, and by the work of
contemporary street photographers of the 1970s, Ballantine resolved to capture life in his hometown of Perth,
when he returned in 1976.
Since the 1980s Ballantine has produced an extraordinary body of imagery relating to Perth, many of which are
on public display for the first time.
Documenting the life of Perth and Fremantle, Ballantine’s street photography conveys a distinct sense of place,
both banal and spectacularly beautiful.
“The exhibition gives us the opportunity to reflect upon life in the 1980s and the changes that have taken place
in the city since that time,” notes curator Sally Quin. “Particularly in hindsight, we can see that the 1980s was a
really interesting period in terms of art, music and photography in Perth. It is as if the city’s isolation back then
was in many ways a stimulus to creativity’.”

Kevin Ballantine, Cottesloe Beach, 1988, inkjet print on Hahnemühle paper, 23 x 23 cm, series of 19
Cup City, 1983/1986-87, inkjet print on Hahnemühle paper, 20 x 20 cm, series of 24
The University of Western Australia Art Collection, University Senate Grant, 2015.
© Kevin Ballantine

Kevin Ballantine: Photographs 1986-2001 begins with the Cup City series, showing the streets of Fremantle
during Australia’s defense of the America’s Cup over the summer of 1986-87. The victory of Australia II in 1983
ushered in three years of anticipation for this international sporting event. So when Ballantine ventured down
to Fremantle with his camera, he fully expected to find a vibrant, cosmopolitan environment in the port city.
What he encountered was quite the opposite.
In Cup City, Ballantine presents a floating world where figures stare out at the horizon attempting to catch
a glimpse of the action. But there was nothing to be seen from shore, as the yacht races occurred miles
out to sea.
Also included in the exhibition are photographs of local beaches, a road trip down the Great Eastern Highway,
and images of the city and Northbridge. Taken prior to the advent of the widespread use of digital photography,
these images have added meaning and rarity.
“Certainly in the field of photography in Perth, there have been major changes since Ballantine began to
photograph the city in the late-1970s,” says Sally Quin.
“Back then there were few photographers choosing this subject matter. And of course in a broader sense,
the nature of street photography has changed as most people are now armed with a smart phone. But
the proliferation of images does not necessarily translate to more meaningful portrayals of everyday life.
Ballantine’s sensitive photographs not only conjure a very specific sense of place but are important documents
of our recent past.”
Kevin Ballantine: Photographs 1986 – 2001 runs 29 April - 8 July 2017 at the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery.
Entry is free.
Opening night: 6pm, Friday 28 April at LWAG
Click here to register to attend.
There is also a free Artist and Curator talk and tour
Saturday 6 May 2-3pm
Click here to register
Click here to view a selection of high-res images from the exhibition.
For media enquiries and interviews contact:
Caine Chennatt on 0431 229 479 or caine.chennatt@uwa.edu.au or Ted Snell on 0417 921 995 or ted.snell@
uwa.edu.au
The UWA Cultural Precinct maintains an extensive library of professional-quality photography. To request an
image, contact Clare McFarlane on 08 6488 7806 or clare.mcfarlane@uwa.edu.au
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Kevin Ballantine, Cup City, 1983/1986-87, inkjet print on Hahnemühle paper, 20 x 20 cm, series of 24
The University of Western Australia Art Collection, University Senate Grant, 2015.
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Kevin Ballantine, Town Pictures, 1989, inkjet prints on Hahnemühle
paper © Kevin Ballantine

Kevin Ballantine, Road to Fremantle, 1990, inkjet print on Hahnemühle paper
© Kevin Ballantine

Kevin Ballantine, Cottesloe Beach, 1988, inkjet print on Hahnemühle paper
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Kevin Ballantine, Cup City, 1983/1986-87, inkjet print on Hahnemühle paper, 20 x 20 cm, series of 24
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Kevin Ballantine, Great Eastern Highway, 1989, inkjet print on Hahnemühle paper
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