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The University of Western Australia Cultural Precinct’s Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery is pleased to present PHILIP NOAKES: 

SCULPTURAL SILVER — the largest hollowware exhibition to be held in Western Australia since the 1970s — from 25 May until 

17 August 2019.

Philip Noakes is recognised as one of Australia’s foremost gold and silversmiths, both as a practitioner and teacher. He has 

worked with some of the world’s most prestigious names in the industry, exhibited both nationally and internationally, and 

won many awards and accolades for the quality and design of his work, particularly his contemporary jewellery.

Philip has now returned to his first passion of silversmithing after enjoying a diverse career, resulting in the creation of inno-

vative and challenging sculptural forms.

Born in London in 1951 and trained in the exacting skills of a master craftsman at Sir John Cass College in London, Noakes 

moved to Western Australia in 1975 and has honed his knowledge through five decades of commitment to his craft and 

practice

His work is held in collections at the Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences in New South Wales, the National Gallery of Aus-

tralia, the Art Gallery of Western Australia and the Art Gallery of South Australia. In 2016, the Institute of Professional Gold-

smiths, United Kingdom, conferred the status of Fellow on Philip in recognition of his outstanding craftsmanship.

Philip Noakes: Sculptural Silver is a culmination of decades of craftsmanship and influences from his early days working with 

esteemed architect and goldsmith Louis Osman (who designed the crown for the Prince of Wales’ Investiture) to his current 
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contemporary work, which reflects his interpretation of this ancient craft.

“Working towards this exhibition has been over two years in the making and fifty years in its evolution. The work has some 

reference to early silversmiths: centrepieces, bowls and vases with simplicity of line and form. I have paid attention to the 

beauty of the material using hammers to rhythmically create spiralling surfaces with lightly matt, polished and oxidised sur-

faces. Some objects are heat-treated copper that show the wonderful richness of the material. “

                Philip Noakes, 2019

 “Philip is the archetypical adaptor. He is highly flexible, using his skills to solve problems and always finding new perspectives 

from which to recalibrate and reimagine the world he inhabits. He refuses to be constrained by his history. Indeed, he em-

ploys his history as a springboard to launch challenging projects and establish creative initiatives, such as Sculptural Silver.”  

          Professor Ted Snell, Curator, Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery, 2019

The exhibition showcases an elegant body of work including over fifty new vessels in sterling silver, Britannia silver, fine sil-

ver, heat-flamed copper and gold in a variety of carats. 

A monograph entitled Passion for Silversmithing: Philip Noakes — Gold and Silversmith, written by Dr. Dorothy Erickson, will 

accompany the exhibition.

Philip Noakes: Sculptural Silver is curated by Professor Ted Snell AM CitWA, and opens on Friday 24 May at 6pm at Lawrence 

Wilson Art Gallery. 
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