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The Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery and Berndt Museum present the exhibition In Light of Shadows opening on Friday 
9 February 6pm.

Curated by Sarah Ridhuan, In Light of Shadows features a selection of works from the Berndt Museum’s Asian 
Collection. The diverse objects explore various meanings that light and shadow embody in different cultures, and 
conjure questions around morality, mortality, and knowledge. 

The exhibition highlights the religious and cultural beliefs intertwined with light and darkness, embodied within the 
Buddhist figurines, Indian khalighats, and Indonesian keris. 

The shadow puppets on display from Java (wayang kulit) and India (tholu bommalata) illustrate the cross-cultural 
relationship between light and darkness, and are not solely works of art but vehicles for discussion that weave 
cultural values into narratives.  

‘Light and darkness are often positioned within a preconceived binary – a framework in which they are direct 
opposites. A closer consideration of this opposition reveals a more dynamic interaction, where light, darkness and 
shadows co-exist’, says Ridhuan. 

‘This exhibition suggests a beauty and a necessity in the co-existence of light and darkness – whether in the form of 
narratives, cultural practices, material representations or our own responses.’ 

The sixteenth century Japanese bronze lanterns are examples of how light symbolised cultural and religious belief. 
Initially used to line and illuminate paths, they later were adopted for use in shrines, private homes and Japanese tea 
gardens, functioning as votive offerings. 
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‘This exhibition reflects the depth of Ronald and Catherine’s research and personal interests as comparative to 
Aboriginal Australia. It positions the continent of Australia within the Asia-Pacific region and also responds to the will 
and bequest of their generous donations.’ says Dr Vanessa Russ, Associate Director of the Berndt Museum.

A curator’s talk and tour with Sarah Ridhuan will take place on Saturday 17 March, 2-3pm at the Lawrence Wilson Art 
Gallery. 

Later that month, Emeritus Professor Richard Read will present a Friday Talk: Reflections on shadows and light, on 
Friday 23 March, 1-2pm.

‘In Light of Shadows takes a unique approach to the relationship between light and darkness.’ says Chief Cultural Of-
ficer Professor Ted Snell. ‘It takes an introspective look at the cultures of our region, and in that act reveals different 
understandings of the world.’

Artwork 
(High resolution images are available. Please contact us for viewing and publication.)

About the Berndt Museum
The Berndt Museum at The University of Western Australia (UWA) holds one of the most significant collections of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural material in the world, manifesting in art, objects, archives, 
manuscripts, film and sound and photographic collections.

Additional Information
Exhibition Website - Includes curator’s essay, related events and list of works.

MEDIA ENQUIRIES
Caine Chennatt Ted Snell
E: caine.chennatt@uwa.edu.au E: ted.snell@uwa.edu.au
M: +614 31 229 479 M: +614 17 921 995

Image: Kalighat, Calcutta, India, Hari-Hara (detail), 1880-1890, watercolour and silver pigment on paper. RM & CH Berndt Estate, Berndt Museum 
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