
ABOUT THE EXHIBITION
This exhibition explores the interrelationship between people and the land they live in through the design and content of 
Japanese woodblock prints. 

The expression of ‘belonging’ through art takes on many distinct forms and is a universal experience across different cultures 
and times. Printmaking was developed to convey imaginary and factual narratives in a readily accessible, populist form. 

Woodblock prints represent an astonishing insight into aspects of 18th and 19th Century Japanese Culture. They capture 
a moment in time, an emotional response to an event, a person, or a distant view. Individually, they embody an impression. 
Collectively, they epitomize an exceptional triumph in the collaborative craftsmanship behind the woodblock print.

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES FOR YOUR VISIT
We have a variety of resources for teachers to aid them in guiding students through the exhibition. These resources have been 
developed with reference to The School Curriculum and Standards Authority’s Curriculum Framework. There are many avenues 
through which this exhibition can be utilized to facilitate learning in the areas of Society and Environment, English, and Art, whilst 
encouraging students to develop an understanding of the long and diverse history of Japanese people and the relationship they 
have with their landscape. 

While at the exhibition, students are encouraged to view the works on display. Upon returning to the classroom they may 
undertake activities related to what they saw and discussed in the gallery.

FURTHER INFORMATION
For additional information and to make school group bookings, please contact Janice Lally Curator Public Programs, Cultural 
Precinct, the University of Western Australia on 6488 3718 or at janice.lally@uwa.edu.au

BERNDT MUSEUM
UKIYO-E JAPANESE PRINTS OF THE FLOATING WORLD

EDUCATION KIT FOR SCHOOLS

Image: Utagawa Kunisada II, Fashionable Lord Genji and women of the court 
in a pleasure boat encountering women in smaller craft floating origami 
saucers on the water, (detail) c. 1867, woodblock print (triptych), 37 x 75 cm. 
RM & CH Berndt Collection, Berndt Museum [WU11969]
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OUTCOMES
 
SCHOOLS PROGRAM, OUTLINE FOR TEACHERS (OUTCOMES)

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 
STUDENTS
It is anticipated that students who visit the exhibition will be encouraged to think and 
talk about the importance of visual art in the depiction of aspects of Japanese society, 
and how the development of woodblock printing techniques has influenced the way 
Westerners view nineteenth century Japan. 

This exhibition allows for students to consider the importance of the interrelationships 
between people and landscape, and the way they represent both historical and 
contemporary events through their art through both text and image. Through viewing 
this selection of woodblock prints, students can develop an understanding of cultural 
beliefs, heritage and diversity as well as an understanding of different methods of 
communication.

The exhibition can be used as an entry point for a wider discussion of Asian cultures 
and histories, or as a way to consolidate prior classroom learning. By encouraging a 
broad approach to the treatment of difference and diversity, students can then be led 
to discussions of performance, artistic conventions and Asians’ responses to Western 
imperialism during the nineteenth century. 

In particular, students who see, reflect on and discuss the exhibition with their peers, 
families and teachers will be:

•	 Stimulated to consider through an exploration of these prints and their 
accompanying documentation, the value of this medium as a means of 
communicating ideas and understanding the viewpoints of others.

•	 Encouraged to engage with this medium, empathise with different belief systems 
and subsequently present their own stories as they relate to their individual 
histories.

•	 Inspired to think and talk about Japanese cultural life, and to practice tolerance 
of cultural difference and appreciate the social and cultural perspectives of other 
people through various traditional media and current technologies.

•	 Encouraged to think deeply about concepts such as landscape, mythology and 
performance, and how such information has been communicated since the 
original works were created.

•	 Placed in a position to reflect on the experiences of others in terms of history and 
cultural practices, encouraging an acknowledgement of inclusivity and difference.

•	 Directed to undertake their own independent research as it relates to Asian 
cultures and their specific histories and traditions.

•	 Encouraged, through the range of materials on display, to consider the use and 
effects of primary and secondary sources in communicating information.

Ando Hiroshige, Suruga-chō, 1856, from the series 100 Views of Edo, 
woodblock print, 36 x 24.5 cm. RM & CH Berndt Collection, Berndt Museum 
[WU8768]

Ando Hiroshige, Armour Hanging Pine, Hakkeizaka (Hakkeizaka 
Yoroikakematsu) 1858, from the series 100 Views of Edo, woodblock 
print, 36 x 24 cm. RM & CH Berndt Collection, Berndt Museum [WU8680]
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STUDENT 
ACTIVITY SHEET

Art communicates many things. By 
thinking about the topics expressed 
through the woodblock prints you 
can see how information is shared 
within a different culture. 

By reflecting on what you have seen 
in the Berndt Museum’s exhibition 
UKIYO-E: Japanese Prints of the 
Floating World, you can learn about 
the people and the landscape of 
Japan.

QUESTIONS
1. Identify what material Japanese woodblock printers used to print on? What can this tell you about the technology of the time?

2. What kinds of trees are shown in the prints? Can you name any of them?

3. What is a cartouche? What does it contain? What does it express?

4. Pick one woodblock print and describe what you can see. 

5. What can woodblock prints of the nineteenth century teach us about the traditions of Japanese culture?

6. How many prints feature theatre performers, and why were these so popular?

7. Find a woodblock print that recalls a maritime saga? What is the story? 

8. Why do you think Japanese woodblock prints can be an important way to share cultural information? 

9. How is the design of some woodblocks similar to anime (Japanese animation)? How is it similar to other woodblock designs? 

10. Choose a woodblock print with a story you can understand. What is it about the picture that helps you understand its meaning? 

ACTIVITIES FOR THE CLASSROOM, OR AT HOME:
Think
Make a list of animal characters. How would you represent these characters in a design?

Discover
Do you know the names of any Japanese cities or places? How many people live in these cities? 

Make
Many of the prints in the exhibition depict places or activities. Think up your own story, how would you show the story through painting 
or drawing?

Know
The woodblock prints in this exhibition come from Japan. Are you from Japan or do you have any Japanese family or friends? Can you 
tell a story about Japan?

Utagawa Sadahide, Sea Phantoms at Daimotsu Bay (Daimotsu no ura ayakasahi no zu) c.1855, woodblock print (triptych), each panel 37.2 x (L to R) 25.2, 
26, 25.3 cm. RM & CH Berndt Collection, Berndt Museum [WU8792]
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SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHER 
GUIDED ACTIVITIES – Junior and 
Middle
Encourage the students to sit very still and very quietly in the Museum 
space. Looking at the woodblock prints, they can feel the effects the 
prints have on them. They may respond on an emotional level i.e. 
feeling happy, sad, calm, or they may be instructed to imagine what 
they can see, hear or feel. 

LEARNING LOCALLY
Following the exhibition, students can be encouraged to learn more 
about Japanese culture. By hearing stories about Japanese migrants 
to Australia (e.g Broome pearlers), students can be stimulated to 
develop a wider and more multicultural perspective on Australian 
society. 

URBAN PEOPLE IN A NATURAL WORLD
Students can also consider the importance of the natural world 
to Japanese people, with reference to the prints included in the 
exhibition, as well as the importance of people’s experiences and 
imaginations. Students may then be asked to consider how the 
Japanese landscape differs from that found locally. Students can 
be encouraged to learn more about Japanese flora and fauna, and 
the effect of urbanisation on natural environments. This can then 
encourage a considered approach to the environment and land care. 
Students may choose to create a poster about local flora and fauna, or 
research the uses of Perth’s local environment. 

UNIVERSAL NATURE OF PRINTMAKING
Japanese woodblock prints are a means of commenting on the 
natural world. By understanding the use of imagery within the 
exhibition, a comparison can be made between Impressionist 
paintings (e.g Gauguin, van Gogh, Monet, Matisse), and the depiction of light and shade in Japanese woodblock prints. Students can be 
instructed to create their own drawings about the landscape in which they live.

DEVELOPING DIVERSE COMMUNICATION METHODS
Students can also be encouraged to build upon what they saw at the exhibition within the classroom, by considering the different types of 
information that can be communicated through different media (e.g printing and calligraphy).  
Older students may also be introduced to concepts of belonging, power and respect by classifying different items on display in the Museum 
gallery, and by referring to the exhibition catalogue for curatorial commentary and further detail.

Utagawa Kuniyoshi (1797-1861), Oribe Yasubei Taketsune 1847, from the series Stories of the True 
Loyalty of the Faithful Samurai (Seichü gishi den), woodblock print, 37 x 26.2 cm. RM & CH Berndt 
Collection, Berndt Museum [WU8757]


