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Elise Blumann: An Émigré Artist in Western Australia, 1938-1948
11 July - 19 September 2015
German artist Elise Blumann arrived in Perth in the summer of 1938. She was 
immediately struck by the local landscape and the piercing brightness of the 
Australian light. Her painting in the subsequent decade focused on an analysis 
of various plant forms surrounding her home in Nedlands, and the settings of 
the Swan River and the Indian Ocean, which feature prominently in her work. 
While including some early works produced in Europe, this exhibition focuses on 
paintings from the artist’s first decade in Australia; the series of bold portraits 
produced in the late 1930s to the increasingly abstract renderings of the 
landscape of the late 1940s.

CRUTHERS COLLECTION OF WOMEN’S ART
OBJECT LESSONS 
II: Curtain Situations
11 July - 19 September 2015
OBJECT LESSONS is an exhibition in three parts, unfolding over three 
consecutive exhibition periods in the Lady Sheila Cruthers Gallery. Using the 
juxtaposition between two and three dimensions as an exhibition framework, 
OBJECT LESSONS II: Curtain Situations includes sculptural objects alongside 
paintings and prints that examine the continuing mysteries of representation 
and perception. 

BERNDT MUSEUM
WARMUN THEN AND NOW
30 June - 12 December 2015
Presented by the Berndt Museum, WARMUN THEN AND NOW features artwork 
by renowned Indigenous artists whose homelands lie in Gija country, located in the 
Kimberley region of north-east WA. This exhibition presents a distinctive series of 
paintings by 1980s artists such as Queenie McKenzie, Rover Thomas and Paddy 
Jaminji, alongside more recent work by Mabel Juli, Lena Nyadbi, Betty Carrington, 
and others. The exhibition design complements the artwork by taking Perth 
audiences into a replica of a remote-area Aboriginal Art Centre and Gallery as a 
contextual backdrop.

Images top-bottom:

Elizabeth Pulie, Wood & Stone (detail), 1997, wood & stone beads, wire, metal rod, 80 x 200 cm. Collection of John Cruthers. © 
Courtesy the artist.

Warmun Art Centre sign. Photo: Sandy Toussaint



WARMUN CURATORS IN DISCUSSION
Saturday 4 July | 4 - 5 pm | Free

Following the exhibition launch stay on to listen to a discussion between the 
curators of the exhibition; Professor Sandy Toussaint of the Berndt Museum and 
representatives of the Warmun Art Centre. Chaired by Lee Bevan the panel will 
elaborate on how this intensive collaborative process between the community 
and the museum has brought together a display of works that illuminate the 
richness and depths of the cultural life of the artists and their families.

To register:  lwag1516.eventbrite.com.au

ELISE BLUMANN: AN ÉMIGRÉ ARTIST IN WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA, 1938-1948 
Saturday 11 July | 2 - 3pm | Free

Join Curator Dr Sally Quin for a discussion of the life and work of German artist 
Elise Blumann who, on arriving in Western Australia in 1938, was struck by the 
intense light and colour of the local landscape. This tour will investigate the 
artist’s response to her new home through analysis of her bold and evocative 
paintings.  

To register: lwag1517.eventbrite.com.au

INSIDE KNOWLEDGE: REVISITING THE LIFE AND TIMES OF 
ELISE BLUMANN, 1938-1948
Saturday 25 July | 2 - 3pm | Free
 
In Elise Blumann: An Émigré Artist in Western Australia, 1938-1948, the artwork 
provides an insight into the social and cultural life of Perth at a time of immense 
change. Join Elise Blumann’s son Nils Blumann as he elaborates on the stories 
and events behind the art and provides a personal viewpoint to the works.

To register: lwag1520.eventbrite.com.au

UWA Museums enjoy the benefits of working collaboratively with other UWA 
departments. We would like to acknowledge and thank our campus partners.

Faculty of Education
Education has been a keystone at UWA for more than 90 years. Today we are 
taking on the challenges facing education by engaging in new teaching and 
research ventures to address global and local needs.

Faculty of Law
UWA’s Faculty of Law has of over 85 years of academic excellence in teaching 
and learning, scholarship and research. We benefit from the ongoing support 
of alumni and the legal profession, which ensures industry-relevant learning 
for our students and facilitates consistently high rates of employment for our 
graduates.
Continually evolving to meet contemporary challenges, we are international and 
multi-disciplinary; with academics drawn from around the world with a range 
of legal and socio-legal backgrounds, to deliver quality teaching programs and 
research with impact.

Lively, entertaining and thought-provoking Public Program 
events have been designed to accompany Season Three 
exhibitions at the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery and the Berndt 
Museum. Join in events, tours, discussions and art workshops 
that offer fun, invite participation and stimulate challenging 
dialogue. Discover fascinating information about the artworks 
and explore associated issues. 



WHERE IS ARTICLE 31?
Thursday 23 July | 6 - 7.30 pm | Free | Refreshments provided

Article 31 of the United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC), remains one of the most overlooked globally, even though children’s 
cultural rights offer the possibility of shaping museums into more democratic 
institutions. In this talk, visiting scholar Dr Lea Mai seeks to contribute to an 
emergent dialogue on the cultural citizenship of children in art museums. 

To register: lwag1519.eventbrite.com.au

ART HEIST
Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery, UWA Law School and UWA campus 
Sunday 9 August  11am - 4pm | Free

Come to UWA Open Day and follow the clues to solve a hypothetical art heist. 
A special prize will be awarded to the successful sleuth. Presented by  the 
Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery and the UWA Law School.

To register: Register on the day at either LWAG or the Law School SPACE, PLACE AND MIGRATION IN MODERN ART
Friday  7 August | 6 - 7 pm | Free | Refreshments provided

This year’s Salek Minc Lecture is held in conjunction with the exhibition Elise 
Blumann: An Émigré Artist in Western Australia, 1938–1948 and presented by 
Dr. Jutta Vinzent, Senior Lecturer in Modern and Contemporary Art and Visual 
Culture at the University of Birmingham, UK, and Research Fellow at the Max 
Weber Centre for Advanced Cultural and Social Studies at the University of 
Erfurt, Germany. Her publications include Identity and Image: Refugee Artists 
from Nazi Germany in Britain (1933-1945) and Overcoming Dictatorships: 
Contemporary East and West European Visual Inquiries.

To register: salekminclecture2015.eventbrite.com.au

Elise Blumann, Portrait of Nils, 1939, oil on board, 43.5 x 43.5 cm. Private collection



CHILDREN’S WORKSHOPS
Wednesday 15 July | Ages 5-7 years (max of 20 participants)
Thursday 16 July | Ages 8-10 years (max of 20 participants) 
11am - 12.30pm | $10 per child - materials provided

Inspired by the artworks in Elise Blumann: An émigré artist in Western Australia, 
1938-1948 children will experiment with drawing landscapes and figures with 
local artist Minaxi May.

To register:  lwag1518.eventbrite.com.au

DRAWING THE HUMAN FACE
Saturday 1 & 8 August | 12.30 - 4.30 pm (tour at 11 am) | $190 
In partnership with UWA Extension

Curator Dr Sally Quin will take you on a guided tour of the exhibition Elise 
Blumann: An émigré artist in Western Australia, 1938-1948, focusing on 
the figures and portraits. Then join artist Daniela Dlugocz for two rewarding 
afternoon workshops and experiment with different materials and shading 
techniques.
A life model will attend each session of the course. You will discover not just how 
to draw a face on paper but how to capture expression and atmosphere.

To register: extension.uwa.edu.au/course/CCND007

WATERCOLOUR LANDSCAPES FOR BEGINNERS
Saturday 15 & 22 August | 12.30 - 4 pm (tour at 11 am) | $190 
In partnership with UWA Extension

Watercolour painting is a skill that can be learned. Artist and teacher Debi 
Riley simplifies watercolour processes with step-by-step instructions and 
demonstration. You’ll be encouraged, inspired and guided in the basics of 
watercolour techniques.  All materials are provided.
First join Dr Sally Quin for a curator’s talk and tour of the exhibition, then 
consider landscape painting afresh in your own work. 

To register: extension.uwa.edu.au/course/CCNW020

WHAT IS COLLECTION AND EXHIBITION REGISTRATION?
Friday 31 July | 1 - 2 pm | Free

The role of the curator in museums and galleries is fairly well understood but 
the role of registrar is less easily defined. Join Kate Hamersley, Registrar (UWA 
Collections), as she discusses the responsibilities of collection and exhibition 
registration at the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery.

To register: lwag1521.eventbrite.com.au

RESEARCHING ELISE BLUMANN: AN ÉMIGRÉ ARTIST IN 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 1938-1948
Friday 28 August | 1 - 2 pm | Free

Dr Sally Quin will discuss how her research on Elise Blumann combines her 
interests in the historical fortunes of women artists and the cultural and social 
contexts of artistic production.  

To register: lwag1523.eventbrite.com.au

E. PHILLIPS FOX IN NORTH AFRICA
Friday 11 September | 1 - 2 pm | Free

Dr. Robert Bower has taught extensively in his field of peridontology following 
his graduation from UWA. His own research interest in the works E. Phillips Fox 
painted in North Africa, when his painting was at its best, has led Dr Bower to 
pursue  their correct identification and attribution. Join us to hear about this 
fascinating forensic saga.

To register: lwag1525.eventbrite.com.au



DISCOVERING WA ART HISTORY 
Wednesday 9 September | 1 - 2 pm | Free

Maria Brown, PhD Candidate at ALVA, is exploring critical points in Western 
Australian art history for her doctoral thesis, Art and Artists in Perth 1950-2000. 
Her presentation will focus on the years 1953 and 1975 for their rich social and 
cultural significance.

Dr Baige Zylstra, Curator of Academic Programs at LWAG and Adjunct Lecturer 
at ALVA, will discuss the research of Dr Sally Quin in preparing the exhibition 
Elise Blumann: An émigré artist in Western Australia 1938-1948 and the 
accompanying publication Bauhaus on the Swan. 

Lee Kinsella, Curator at LWAG and PhD Candidate at ALVA will discuss her 
research in preparing an exhibition and monograph on Perth artist Miriam 
Stannage for presentation at LWAG in 2016. Stannage is one of Western 
Australia’s most important and respected artists and has been exhibiting in 
Perth since the 1960s. 

To register: lwag1524.eventbrite.com.au

WORKSHOP FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS 
Friday 14 August | 1:30 - 3:30pm | Free | Refreshments provided
Limited to 20 participants

Attend a curator’s tour with Dr Sally Quin, then stay on to participate in a close 
reading analysis of Summer Nude and On the Swan.
Enjoy a discussion and network over refreshments at the end of the afternoon.

To register: lwag1526.eventbrite.com.au
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Cover image:  
Elise Blumann, On the Swan, Nedlands, 1942, oil on composition board, 56.6 x 66.4 cm. The University of 
Western Australia Art Collection, Acquired with the assistance of the Visual Arts Board of the Australia 
Council and the Dr Albert Gild Fund, 1976

Image right:  
Elise Blumann, Untitled (zamias and xanthorrhoeas), 1946, oil on board, 35.5 x 48.0 cm. Private collection

EXCURSIONS & TOURS 

The Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery offers free tours for primary and secondary school groups,  
tertiary groups and community groups. Please contact the gallery to ensure a suitable time to 
visit: lwag@uwa.edu.au or (08) 6488 3707.

COMING TO AN EVENT

The schedule of events listed in this program is subject to change and additions.

Please visit lwgallery.uwa.edu.au/events or call (08) 6488 3707 for the latest information. 

Confirmation of time and date prior to attendance is advisable. Those who register online 
will be automatically advised of any changes.

All events are free and presented at the Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery unless stated otherwise. 

Ticket parking is available off Fairway and in Carpark 20, below the gallery. Free after 5pm.

The gallery is accessible by wheelchair. The gallery is committed to improving accessibility to 
its exhibitions and programs. For more information, visit lwgallery.uwa.edu.au/access
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Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery  
Dr Harold Schenberg Arts Centre
The University of Western Australia
35 Stirling Highway
Crawley WA 6009
Tel: +61 8 6488 3707
Fax: +61 8 6488 3717
Email: lwag@uwa.edu.au
lwag.uwa.edu.au
Gallery open Tues - Sat, 11am - 5pm
FREE ADMISSION
CRICOS Provider Code: 00126G

@LWAGallery


